A I just completed a week of flight school at Quick worldwide
I just completed a week of flight school at Quick worldwide and thought I would share my experience with everyone. 

To begin with, I’m a complete beginner. I had just completed building a Raptor 30 but was too nervous to fly it. I sought out some local pilots who were helpful but given we are all so busy, it’s hard to get someone to dedicate the time required which also cuts into their flight time. I quickly realized that a few hours on the weekend would take me a long time to get where I wanted to be. Then, one night while searching the Internet, I stumbled onto Quick’s site and saw their add for flight school. I Gave Irwin a call and two weeks later I was on my 5 hour drive from Massachusetts to Pennsylvania. 

I pulled into their shop Monday morning at 8:30 and was quickly met by both Irwin and Chuck. I was surprised to learn that Chuck would be my instructor rather than Irwin but Chuck quickly put me at ease and assured me he could get the job done. Then Irwin told me it was time to demonstrate that I could hover on the simulator which made me nervous. I had been practicing but I didn’t consider my hovering as all that good. I was very relieved when Irwin said, you can hover, lets get going… 

They then asked if I wanted to fly my helicopter or theirs. Knowing that crashes were inevitable, I chose theirs… But first Chuck had me get my helicopter and he spent the next hour going over my assembly, adjusting the servos and teaching me about maintenance. 

About 10:00 we drove over to the field. The feild happens to be Irwin’s 40 acre farm which is absolutely beautiful. It is like a postcard with rolling hills and just enough shade to keep you cooled down. An amazing place for a classroom. 

The class began with Chuck taking me through the start-up process and a demonstration of his flying skills. He then showed me the different maneuvers we would be going through and assured me that he would push me, but we would advance at my pace. 

Over the next 5 days we went through take off and landing, sliding right and then left, making a complete circle around me, sliding right and then left while turning the nose and ending with me almost doing a figure 8. As we ended on Friday, Chuck wanted me to fly my helicopter, which would also be my first time without a buddy cord. I did hover and move it around for one tank of fuel and then put it away in one piece! Oh, if your wondering how much flying you will get in, I would meet Chuck at the field around 8:30 and I usually had to stop him around 6:30 but if I wanted, Chuck would stay until dark. I also went through just over 4 gallons of fuel. 

Following my 4 minor crashes we would return to the shop a few miles away where Chuck would show me how to repair the damage. We flew a Quick 30 which never missed a beat during the week and this heli can take a licking and come back ticking… 

I’ll sum this up by saying Chuck was an amazing teacher and a real pleasure to hang out with. Irwin and the guys in the shop were all helpful and friendly. This was an amazing vacation for me and I’m now confident then I can go to my local field and not be concerned about my ability, or put anyone else in danger. 

I would highly recommend this school to anyone looking to learn or improve their flying skills. 

Phil Berger

