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	I spent two days at Quick Worldwide in Coopersburg, PA this past week and had an absolutely fantastic time improving my flying skills. What an opportunity! I have been flying for about a year and was starting to feel the need to take it to the next level. I was looking for a way to execute my first loops, rolls, autos and recovering from bad situations. All of this was for both fun and preparation for my aerial photography ambitions. 

Quick is opening a flight school next year and invited me to a mini-course as they ramped up the program. I thought I'd pass along some information on the experience for those on RR.

The flying is done on Erwin's farm (he is Quick's owner) about four miles or so from the shop. It looked to be about 40 acres and had two seperate grass areas with picnic tables. It was large enough that one would lose orientation and still be on the grounds. The flying field is A++, Pensylvania is beautiful, and I even hit weather in the 70's in November!

Probably the best experience for me was trying all the different sizes and types of helicopters in both gas and electric. My favorite by a mile was the Outdoo 600 electric. I had never flown an electric and was impressed with how much more confident this heli made me as a pilot. It was very large, powerful and responsive at the 2000 rpm plus headspeed - something to behold. I have to get one!

The instruction was conducted by Chuck, who is perfect for the job as he is very knowlegeable, methodical and patient. I had provided him with a list of heli setup questions to allow me to improve with idle-up, gyro sensitivity and a whole list of other things. We had a classroom portion in the mornings and were usually in the air about 11 am. In the two short days, we burned through a laundry basket of Lipo's and a gallon and a half of nitro. Chuck had to perform two emergency autos for me as I as having so much fun I ran the birds out of gas! (for the record, no damage incurred). Chuck is good at catching a controller that is thrown at him with a heli on its way down.

Now, my skill ranking when I arrived was pegged at "advanced beginner" and after the two days of loops, rolls, precision flight practice and mini-autos, I'd say I am officially a "begginner intermediate. " The real test was today. I have spent the last few days setting up my helis for aerobatics (bad weather) and today was the day. I DID IT. With the skills I learned and the confidence one only gets by having done it before, I pulled some beautiful big loops and some pretty tight rolls on both ships. I have to admit that the "pucker factor" was very high - especially with that expensive gasser. My Caliber really did not have the power to be a ton of fun at this, and certainly after having flown Quick's Big Bertha nitro (a 70 size) and the Outdoo electric just prior spoiled me on it. The gasser performed impressively with all that power, but did not have the control I felt with the Outdoo. Both went in and out of idle-up as smooth as silk at a 3/4 stick hover after I applied what I learned regarding setup. 

If you are a beginner or an intermediate flyer looking to take the next step, I'd definitely recommend attending a course here. This is not an advanced 3D type of course as you have probably gathered by now. They are also considering making a combined course where a student builds the heli and learns to fly over the course of a week. I could not bring my helis because of logistics and other business travel last week. So, I used theirs. Crash parts were included and obviously access to them is no problem since the helicopter kits are made a few miles away. 

I was shown how they engineer the helis on CAD systems, got a sneek peak at some new developments in the works and gained a real appreciation for all the work that goes into design, sourcing and kitting a line of helicopters. 

It was an exciting couple of days and I wish I could have stayed longer. Hopefully, I will be able to go back in the spring. Until then, I'd like to extend a very special thanks to both Erwin and Chuck for their hospitality during my visit.

Sincerely,

Caliber

Not everything that counts can be counted. And, not everything that can be counted counts.


